Resumption of ovarian function in autumn lambing Dorset, Rambouillet and Finnish Landrace ewes.
The establishment of ovarian activity during lactation was studied in the postpartum period of Rambouillet, Dorset and Finnish Landrace ewes following lambing during the month of October (1981). The mean postpartum intervals to first ovulation and first estrus were 22.7 and 53.0 for Rambouillets, 25.2 and 51.0 for Dorsets, and 22.5 and 49.7 days for Finnish Landrace ewes. Estrus was not associated with the first ovulation postpartum in any breed. The number of silent ovulations prior to the first estrus was highest in the Rambouillet and lowest in Finnish Landrace breeds. Of the 18 ewes in the project, 14 had normal luteal phase lengths, 1 had a possible short luteal phase and 3 had prolonged luteal phases following the first ovulation postpartum. The first service conception rate of all ewes bred was 82% (14 17 ) at an average of 52 days postpartum. The lambing rate following the autumn breeding was higher (2.14 +/- 0.14) than the lambing rate which followed the previous spring breeding (1.28 +/- 0.11).